[Acyclovir-resistant perineal HSV infection revealing chronic lymphoid leukaemia].
Chronic HSV infection is a cause of chronic perineal ulcerations. We report a case of a chronic and refractory HSV infection revealing chronic lymphoid leukaemia. An 85-year-old woman with an 8-month history of chronic perineal ulcerations was referred to our dermatology department. She had no previous medical history of herpes infection. Skin biopsies ruled out carcinoma but were consistent with HSV infection. A local swab was positive for HSV2. Treatment with valaciclovir and intravenous acyclovir (ACV) at the recommended doses was ineffective. Laboratory tests revealed type-B chronic lymphoid leukaemia. Molecular biology studies confirmed the presence of ACV-resistant HSV via decreased thymidine kinase activity (stop codon: M183stop). Foscarnet was administered for a period of 3 weeks with almost complete healing of the ulcerations. Treatment was stopped prematurely due to acute renal insufficiency and the remaining lesions were treated using imiquimod cream. Valaciclovir was prescribed to prevent further episodes. The condition recurred a mere 11 months later. The prevalence of ACV-resistant HSV is 0.32 % in immunocompetent patients and 3.5 % in immunocompromised patients. Insufficient dosing regimens or prolonged treatment with TK inhibitors result in the local selection of pre-existing mutant HSV viruses. Foscarnet, a DNA polymerase inhibitor, is the treatment of choice in HSV-resistant infections. ACV-resistant HSV is less virulent and replicates less, with reactivations being mainly due to wild-type HSV latent in the neural ganglia. Valaciclovir can be used as a preventive treatment. To our knowledge, this is the first case of ACV-resistant HSV infection revealing chronic lymphoid leukaemia. Chronic perineal ulcerations can be the first manifestation of immunodeficiency seen for example with haematological diseases. In the event of clinical resistance of an HSV infection to recommended thymidine kinase inhibitor regimens, the use of foscarnet should be considered.